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Two of our core classes consist of 
partnerships with NPS

EES 217: Field Research Experience in Ecology 
and Environmental Sciences

EES 489: Critical Issues in Ecology and 
Environmental Science Policy
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Two of our core classes consist of 
partnerships with NPS

EES 217: Field Research Experience in Ecology 
and Environmental Sciences

- Required, sophomores and juniors

EES 489: Critical Issues in Ecology and 
Environmental Science Policy

- Required, senior capstone



EES 217 (field course)

- 2-3 days in Acadia National Park, 0-2 cr.

- Course goals:

- Getting their hands dirty in the field

- Experience with research

- Cohort-building

- Inspired by the Canon Scholars Program





EES 217 (field course)

- Inspired by the Canon Scholars Program

Sarah Nelson



Follow-up writing assignments:

- Technical summary for 
permit report

- Blog post 
(www.ees217.wordpress.com)

- Social media post





EES 489 (capstone)

- Semester long, 4 cr.

- Students work individually and in teams to 
conduct literature reviews

- Interview stakeholders, e.g., NPS and state 
employees

- Culminates in a written research report and 
presentation to stakeholders



Advantages



A national park in 
our backyard!
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Advantages

Interdisciplinary research questions



Acadia National Park hosts a strong 
research program

Abe Miller-Rushing,

Science Coordinator

Schoodic Institute at Acadia NP
Acadia Science 

Symposium



Schoodic Institute
at Acadia National Park

Nick Fisichelli,

Forest Ecology 

Director

Schoodic Institute at Acadia NP



Support to integrate classes with 
active, funded research projects

https://umaine.edu/news/blog/2017/10/20/undergraduate-students-spend-summer-schoodic-

interdisciplinary-ecosystems-research

Aaron 

Strong, 

Assistant 

Professor



Challenges



Financial support



Financial support

Undergraduate technicians:

- 4 bird surveys of 46 locations

- 19 100m vegetation transects

- 735 visitor surveys

- 15 stakeholder interviews

EES 217 students:

- 2 vegetation transects

- 65 visitor surveys

- 4 woody debris transects

- 10 soil samples



Bird biodiversity



Challenges
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Questions?


